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members of the Civil Administration, readily brought in
declarations formulated along the desired lines.1
Ostensibly the results of the plebiscite confirmed the views
put forward by the Acting Civil Commissioner to H.M. Govern-
ment. An almost universal desire that Mosul should be
included in the new State had been expressed.2 Notables, both
individually and collectively, of seven Divisions3 had indicated
a desire for British administration without substantial changes.
A majority of declarations in five Divisions had manifested a
desire for an Arab Government but, as the Acting Civil Com-
missioner had predicted, admissions were made that no suitable
person could be found and that consequently British protection
was desirable. Two Divisions had specifically declared against
a son of the Sharif of Mecca. The Acting Civil Commissioner's
suggestion of Sir Percy Cox as head of the new State4 had been
supported by declarations from four Divisions.5 The three
declarations which had declared for an Arab Government with
a son of the Sharif as ruler6 were discounted as being the opinion
of irresponsible and fanatical elements aroused by Nationalists
and by ex-Turkish malcontents.7
In reality, it seems certain that while the greater portion of
public opinion at that moment, on the simple issue of con-
1 Self-Determination: Section 13, Baghdad Declaration, Nos. i, 3-9, pp. 23-5.
2 The Nasiriya Declaration (Self-Determination Section 5, Declaration No. 5,
p. n) stated the common belief
'Ever since our boyhood we have been hearing that 'Iraq is composed of
these wilayets Basra, Baghdad, and Mosul, which as a whole are called 'Iraq
Their capital has always been Baghdad. Anyhow, Mosul is attached to Baghdad,
as Baghdad is watered by Mosul and Mosul gets food from Baghdad by the sea
trade. We, therefore, can never agree that the *Iraq country should be detached
from the Mosul Wilayet.
*In the beginning of Islam, when war was waged between 'AH and Mu'awlyah,
Syria and its dependencies were under Mu'awiyah, while 'Iraq, along with
Mosul, was controlled by *Ali. This is a sufficient reason.'
3 *Amara, Qurna, Mosul, Kut, Basra, Hilla and Khanaqm.
4 Telegram No. 10250, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November 24th,
1918, cited supra, pp. 159-160.
5 'Amara, Nasiriya, Karbala and Baghdad (two).
6 Self-Determination: Section  13, Baghdad No. 2, p. 23 and Kadhimain
(Baghdad No. 8), p. 25; Section 9, Ba'quba (town), No. 3, p. 19.
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